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BIRTHDAYS 
2/10 – Laila R 2/24 – Kaitlyn S 
2/14 – Kevin P 2/26 – Sarah O 
2/18 – Alyssa M 2/26 – Delara R 

 
LOOKING AHEAD… 
3/2 – Parent Information Night: Puberty Talk    
           for 5th Grade Parents 
3/16 – End of 2nd Trimester 
3/17 – Non-Academic Day 
3/20 – Walk Through History (5th & 6th  
             Grades) 
3/21 – Science Fair Open House 
3/29 – 8th Graders Depart for Washington DC 
4/3 – 8th Graders Return from NYC 
4/3-4/7 – Non-Academic Week: Spring Break 
4/25-4/28 – Science Camp (5th Grade) 

 
ROOM 2 – Mr. Mikles  
7th Grade – The students will continue their 
work on their science fair projects this month as 
they discover more about the history of life on Earth. They will study and build models of geologic time as they learn how life has changed on Earth 
and how quickly is can come to an end.  
8th Grade – The students will continue their work on their science fair projects this month as they explore movement and direction through 
forces. They will plan mock trips to see how many steps it takes to complete. At the end of the month, they’ll construct catapults in groups.  

 
ROOM 3 – Mrs. Fawal  
Geometry – Last month, we finished Unit 5 and learned all about the properties of Parallelograms and Quadrilaterals, along with some Parallel 
Line Theorems. This month, we will move on to studying Trapezoids and the characteristics of right triangles. We’ll also learn all about the 
Pythagorean Theorem.  
Algebra 1 – In January, we wrapped up our unit on solving systems of equations by graphing, by substitution, or by elimination. In February, we 
will learn about the multiplication and division properties of exponents and scientific notations.  
Algebra 2 – This month, we’ll continue to work on our quadratic functions unit. We will focus on quadratic relations and matrixes and learn how 
to solve quadratic equations by graphing or by factoring. This will help us to solve quadratic inequalities. Please make sure you have graph 
paper—we’ll be using it a lot in the next two months! 
High School Prep – Last month, we took a mock HSPT to prepare for the real tests we’ll take. We also reviewed important concepts. In 
February, we’ll focus on Interview techniques for high school entrance, such as how to behave and the types of questions to prepare for. 
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ROOM 4 – Mrs. Schimpke 
7th Grade World History – We are currently finishing our study of China and will soon begin our study of Japan. During our study of Japan, 
students will write their own Japanese Tanka and design their own Samurais. After our study of Japan, we’ll move into our final unit before 
studying the Renaissance, which focuses on the Americas! 
8th Grade U.S. History – We are currently studying Manifest Destiny and westward expansion. It will only be a few short chapters before we 
arrive at the much-anticipated Civil War era. Students will be hard at work making maps, completing presentations, learning about Black History 
Month, and beginning their president reports! 
 
ROOM 5 – Mrs. Banerjee 
All grade levels will continue their study of Latin and Greek roots, along with grammar and punctuation practice. Special 
congratulations to Hady Fawal for winning the School-Wide Spelling Bee and advancing to the next level of the competition! 
7th Grade Honors – Students did a fabulous job writing short stories built around a subject and theme of their choice in January!  Please stop 
by Room 5 to take a look at these beautifully illustrated narratives. In February, they will continue their study of persuasive techniques and begin 
reading George Orwell’s Animal Farm, which will culminate in the students designing a persuasive campaign complete with a print ad and speech. 
8th Grade Honors – After their initial inquiry into Shakespeare’s life and times, students will begin reading Romero and Juliet. As they read the 
play, they will watch excerpts of the play from movies and ballets, as well as engage in projects such as writing Dear Abby letters and creating 
character profiles to better explore Shakespeare’s timeless classic tale in a modern context. 

 
ROOM 6 – Mrs. Bianchi 
Que pasa en la clase de espanol? 
We are back in the swing of things en la clase de espanol, moving through our textbook and making progress on our listening and speaking skills. 
In February, each grade will do a fun Valentine’s Day activity, from creating Spanish poems in 8th grade, to writing a love letter to favorite food 
items in 7th grade, to 6th grade talking about the classes they love!  Mucho amor en la clase de espanol! 
 
6th Grade – We are learning new vocabulary that will help students talk about their school days, how they would help a new student find a 
classroom, what materials students might need for a certain class, and so on. Students will have the opportunity to make a commercial for their 
dream school using iMovie – La Escuela de Sus Suenos! 
7th Grade – Stem-changing verbs are the main concept we will look at in February, now that we’ve moved on from studying regular present-
tense verbs to irregular verbs (focusing on the verb jugar, which means to play). Jugamos todos en la clase de espanol! Students will also create 
a video about a school dance or game and will practice inviting students to an activity to understand different responses to an invite. I can’t 
wait to see the creativity in this projects, as students always have so much fun with it! 
8th Grade – Students will finish-up Chapter 6B by making a commercial for a real estate agency selling their dream house! They’ll use newly-
acquired vocabulary from Chapter 6A & B to do this, and will also learn how to talk about chores – muy utiles! We will take a break from 
grammar to look in-depth at Spanish artists Picasso and Dali. Students will have an opportunity to create their own obras de arte. 
 

ROOM 8 – Mr. Vohs 
5th Life Skills – We finished the month of January by learning about Internet safety and the proper use of technology. Students identified 
similarities and differences between their “online” and “offline” selves, as well as created partner profiles based on self-expression. We will start 
February continuing the unit on bullying and cyber-bullying, including how to deal with these in middle school. Additionally, we will learn about 
making good choices and consequences. 
6th Life Skills – In February, we’ll complete projects to be presented on how to avoid bullying, which will include giving advice to other students 
if a bullying situation occurs. Projects range from tips on cyber-bullying to handling difficult circumstances at school. Next, we’ll move back to 
our Step-it-up-2-thrive curriculum and explore emotional competence. 



ROOM 8 – Ms. Bryan 
6th Grade Math – Students just finished their study of ratios, rates, and proportions. Their next unit of study is on percentages. 
5th Grade History – We finished studying the thirteen colonies and are preparing for a test on their original names. We’re looking forward to 
moving on to Unit 4, "The American Revolution." 
6th Grade English – Congratulations to Isabella Jimenez and Marcel Daboul who won the sixth grade class Spelling Bee! In literature, we are in 
the middle of studying forms of fiction, as well as learning about phrases in grammar. 
6th Grade History – We finished our unit on ancient China and have begun studying ancient Greece. Students just learned about Grecian Urns 
and completed an enrichment project where they etched an urn with patterns and pictures.   

 
ROOM 9 – Mrs. Sanford 
5th Grade Science – In Science, we will start Chapter 6, “The Solar System.” Students will learn about the main bodies of our solar system 
and how Earth relates to them. They will also learn of the forces that keep the planets in orbit around the Sun and of the sizes, properties, and 
relationships between each of the bodies in the solar system. Mark your calendars for a field trip to the Monterey Bay Aquarium on February 
15th! 
5th Grade Mathematics – In Mathematics, we will start Chapter 7, “Algebra: Integers and Equations.” In this chapter, we will compare, order, 
add, subtract, multiply, and divide integers. We will also locate and graph ordered pairs on a coordinate plane. Finally, we will solve and write 
addition, subtraction, and multiplication equations. 
6th Grade Earth Science – In 6th Grade Earth Science, we will start Unit 3: “Energy in the Earth System.” Students will learn that the Sun's 
energy and Earth's atmosphere are critical for creating the conditions needed for life on Earth. They will also learn more about oceans, which are 
a major feature of Earth, along with the many factors that affect weather and climate. 
 

ROOM 10 – Mrs. Pitts 
Pre-Algebra – In January, students mastered working with fractions: specifically solving equations by multiplying fractions, as well as adding 
and subtracting fractions, by focusing on finding powers of products and quotients. They explored ratios, unit rates, proportions, and 
percentages. This month, students will solve equations and inequalities, as well as transform formulas and simplify numerical expressions by 
applying rational numbers and justifying the processes used. They will also calculate simple and compound interest.  
5th Grade Language Arts – In January, we explored various aspects of the world around us and read many nonfiction pieces. In February, we 
will begin the theme, “Express Yourself.” This month, students will learn about various forms of creative expression and learn how creativity 
impacts children and adults. Students will also read biographical pieces. 
6th Grade Language Arts – After exploring different forms of fiction in January, students will move on to a unit of poetry in February. They 
will learn about the sounds and structures of poetry by reading a variety of poems including haikus, limericks, and odes, and then creating a 
portfolio of their own poems. 
 

  


