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BIRTHDAYS 
1/9 – Alana Garrison 
1/10 – Yoo Kyung Lim & Collette Zubizarreta 
1/21 – Yasmin Salim 
1/26 – Tamim Jamali & Gabriel Koomson 
1/31 – Isabelle O’Hara 

   
LOOKING AHEAD… 
2/4 – WVCC Meeting at 5:00pm 
2/15 – CLOSED: President’s Day 
2/16-19 – Non-Academic Week 
2/25 – Life Skill Luncheon 
2/29 – Spirit Week Begins 
TBA – Renaissance Faire 

 
ROOM 2 – Mr. Mikles  
6th Grade – The students will come back to school to 
begin investigating earthquake-resistant structures and 
preparing for their earthquake test. The students will then 
move on to learning about volcanoes and how violently 
they change our Earth. They will write their second 
research papers towards the end of the month about 
volcanoes of their choice. 
7th Grade – The students will come back from break and 
study the tree of life. Then, the students will go on their science field trip to the Long Marine Lab before moving on to looking at how rocks form into 
layers and what those layers tell us. At the end of month, they will look at how uranium decays and how that tells us the absolute age of the Earth. 
8th Grade – We will return from break to study the shortest chapter of the year on the chemistry of life. Students will also begin their first research 
project of the year on an influential scientist. Afterwards, they will travel back to the start of the book, where we will discuss mapping positions on a 
grid and recapping many of the key concepts discussed in 6th grade in more detail. 

 
ROOM 3 – Mrs. Fawal  
Pre-Algebra – Before the holidays, we wrapped up the unit on factors, fractions, and exponents, which covered divisibility, prime factorization, and 
simplifying fractions, as well as multiplying and dividing exponents. In January, we will begin Chapter 5 and learning how to solve one-step equations and 
inequalities by graphing them. Please make sure you bring lots of graphing paper to class! 
Algebra 1 – In class, we will learn about systems of equations and inequalities, how to solve systems by graphing, by substitution, or by elimination. We 
will also work on application of linear systems through guided problem-solving. 
Algebra II – In January, we will continue to work on quadratic functions and relations and learn how to solve quadratic equations by graphic or by 
factoring, and how to solve quadratic inequalities. Please make sure you have graphing papers—we will use them a lot in the next two months! 
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ROOM 4 – Mr. Schoppet 
Hope you had a great holiday break. Happy New Years! I'm sure the students probably forgot most of Prehistoric and Mesopotamia in 6th grade, 
Medieval Times in 7th grade, and the tension between the colonies and the British in 8th grade by now. However, we're going to start studying the 
ever-and-always-exciting, fascinating Egyptians in 6th grade, Byzantines in 7th grade, and the War for Independence in 8th grade now that we've 
returned from break.  
 
ROOM 5 – Mrs. Banerjee 
6th Grade – After exploring the concept of theme and central message in fiction and writing their own stories, students will begin their unit on poetry.  
They will learn about the sounds and structure of poetry by reading a variety of poems including haikus, limericks, and odes, and then creating a 
portfolio of their own poems. 
7th Grade – In December, students learned how to analyze and critique short stories and poems. They will begin the New Year with a unit on 
persuasive literature. They will learn the concepts of pathos, logos, and ethos and apply them to create multimedia projects such as Advocate a 
Destination and public service announcements. 
8th Grade – After debating whether people are motivated by their own desires or by their concerns for others and writing a persuasive essay base 
upon The Lady of the Tiger, students will move on to research and expository writing. They will research William Shakespeare and his times, do 
multimedia presentations based upon their findings, and begin reading Romeo and Juliet. 
 
ROOM 6 – Mrs. Bianchi 
January will begin with a look at a very special celebration in the Latin culture: el Día de Los Reyes Magos (Three Kings Day). This is a 
holiday I celebrate with my own family and I look forward to sharing it with the students and eating the traditional Rosca de Reyes.  
7th & 8th Grade - Before the break, we explored the use of the present tense and understanding the conjugation of different subjects with regular 
verbs. We will continue to develop this concept in the context of food. We will add to our vocabulary by looking at verbs associated with exercise and 
healthy living. The 8th grade students will make a video to explain what healthy living looks like versus poor habits while the 7th graders will develop a 
brochure to compare healthy foods versus non-healthy foods, as well as create their own recipe and make a video to demonstrate making it through the 
use of the present tense.  We will also add a few irregular verbs to our repertoire as we move into Chapter 4. Muy divertido! 
6th Grade - We have had fun talking about our class schedules, teachers, and classes just before vacation. We will spend the better part of this month 
introducing Subject Pronouns and looking at “-AR” ending verbs in the present tense. This will be the first time the students are exposed to the concept 
of conjugation this year, so we will spend a good deal of time studying this, as it is the foundation of speaking grammatically-correct Spanish. Students 
will make a flier to advertise a school of their dreams, including the schedule the school will follow, the types of teachers and classes they would like to 
have, plus various amenities and activities. This trimester, I look forward to seeing what they come up with! Mucho trabajo por delante! 
5th Grade - We will begin the year by learning to use the expression Me gusta, which means “I like.” The students will learn to discuss activities they 
like to do in their free time, as well as ask others what they like to do. This will involve a lot of role-playing activities and making posters to describe 
what they do and don't like to do in their free time. We will continue to review commonly asked questions, like ¿qué tiempo hace?, ¿cuál es la fecha de 
hoy?, o ¿cómo estás? Seguimos aprendiendo mucho! 

 
ROOM 7 – Mrs. Kile 
Geometry Honors – In December, students began mastering properties of parallelograms. In January, students will be working on using ratios to better 
understand triangles, polygons, and lengths. Students will continue to practice and apply the necessary theorems and postulates previously learning in 
earlier chapters. 
Pre-Algebra Honors – In December, students mastered converting fractions and decimals, as well as comparing and ordering rational numbers. In 
January, students will continue to work with fractions, specifically how to solve equations by multiplying fractions and adding and subtracting. Students 
will also focus on how to find powers of products and quotients by exploring ratios, unit rates, proportions, and percentages. 

 
ROOM 7 – Mrs. Frugoli 
8th Grade – Before the break, we began our biggest unit of the year: Romeo and Juliet! The students researched and presented information on the 
Elizabethan Period, Shakespeare (the man, the myth, the legend), British History 1550-1650, World History 1550-1650, and Theater Life in the 
Elizabethan Era.  Then, we reviewed the history of the English monarchy by focusing on all the intrigue and scandal within the York, Lancaster, and 



Tudor families.  Afterward, we discussed what life was like at the time of Shakespeare.  After our winter break, we will dive into reading the play.  The 
students will be act, perform dramatic readings, analyze the text, review outside sources for support, and complete the unit with an essay 
assignment.  Based on our lively class discussions so far, this may be the highlight of our year!  
7th Grade – Before the break, we began our Advertising Unit.  The students learned the different techniques advertisers use to lure their target market 
into buying a product, analyzed ads as a class and within group settings, and practiced on their own by completing the Advertising Back Engineering 
assignment.  Then, the students created their own ad campaigns for existing products and then for one of their own invention.  All of these persuasive 
techniques will be essential when we start reading Animal Farm!  
6th Grade – Before the break, we wrapped up our Topic Paragraph Unit.  The students learned and practiced all steps to the Writing Process including 
brainstorming, pre-writing, organizing, drafting, editing, and revising.  This January, we will begin our Mythology and Percy Jackson Unit! We will study 
ancient myths, the Hero Journey, find examples of modern Heroic journeys, study and analyze non-fiction sources relating to mythology, and, of course, 
examine the mythology and heroic journey in Percy Jackson and the Lightening Thief.  
 

ROOM 9 – Mrs. Sanford 
Happy New Year from Fifth Grade!  Our second field trip of the year will be January 2nd to the Monterey Bay Aquarium! 
Mathematics – We will work on Chapter 5: “Adding/Subtracting Fractions.” During this chapter, students will learn to round fractions and estimate 
their sums and differences. They will also learn to add/subtract fractions and mixed numbers with like and unlike denominators. Then, they will learn to 
multiple/divide fractions. We will use Fraction Tiles to further our understanding of fractions with unlike denominations. 
History – We are exploring Unit 3: “Settling the Colonies.” Students will learn why different people came to the English colonies and where they settled. 
They will also learn how the colonists impacted the American Indian groups, and also what kind of governments, economies, and new ideas developed in 
the colonies. For a class project, they will create a Colonial Newspaper. 
Science – We will begin Chapter 5: “Earth’s Weather.” We will study how the sun heats the earth unevenly, causing air movements that result in 
changing weather patterns, as well as the Earth’s atmosphere, severe weather, and predicting weather. In class, we will create a Power-Point weather 
report. 
Language Arts – We will cover Theme 3: “A Changing Planet.” Students will read about the forces of nature that shape and reshape our planet. They 
will come to have a better understanding of natural changes and their impact on Earth and its inhabitants. Our fourth Reading Log and book report will 
feature a diction or non-fiction book about a severe storm. 
 

ROOM 10 – Mrs. Lee  
I hope you all had a wonderful break! With the New Year comes a new chapter—all about percentages.  We will learn how to put our knowledge of 
proportions and equations to use in solving percentages as well as some real-life application with tips, discounts, and interest. Towards the end of the 
month, we will start our geometry portion of the school year with lines, planes and angles.  


