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BIRTHDAYS 
2/1 – Selay Ureten & Brenden Schriver 
2/4 – Jacob Anderson 
2/6 – Adam Dinh 
2/9 – Olivia Szatkowski 
2/10 – Laila Roderick 
2/14 – Kevin Peake 
2/18 – Alyssa Maracchini 
2/26 – Sarah Osmond & Delara Rosenquist 

   
LOOKING AHEAD… 
3/1 – Heart & Sole Begins 
         8th Grade Health Info Night 
3/3 – 5th Grade Health Info Night 
3/4 – End of 2nd Trimester & Dr. Seuss Day 
3/7 – Non-Academic Day: Teacher In-Service Day 
3/9 – 7th Grade  Day at Presentation 
3/22 – Science Fair Open House 
3/29 – 8th Graders leave for DC/NYC 

 
ROOM 2 – Mr. Mikles  
6th Grade – The students will continue their work on the science fair as they explore the effects of weathering on our planet. The students will build soil boxes 
and run experiments to test and see how erosion affects the soils during this unit. 
7th Grade – The students will continue their work on the science fair as they find out more about the history of life on Earth. They will look into building 
models of geologic time as they learn how life has changed on Earth and how quickly it can come to an end.  
8th Grade – The students will continue their work on the science fair as they explore movement and direction through forces. The students will be 
planning a trip and will see how many steps it takes to complete. Towards the end of the month, the students will construct catapults in groups. 

 
ROOM 3 – Mrs. Fawal  
Pre-Algebra – In February, we will finish-up the proportion and percent of change unit before moving onto solving one=step equations and inequalities 
and graphing them. Please make sure you have plenty of graphing paper for math class this month! 
Algebra 1 – We recently wrapped-up a unit on solving systems of equations through graphing, substitution, and elimination. In February, we will learn 
about the multiplication and division properties of exponents and scientific notations. 
Algebra II – In February, we will work on the quadratic functions unit. We will focus on quadratic relations and matrices and learn how to solve quadratic 
equations by graphing or by factoring. We will also learn to solve quadratic inequalities—please make sure you have graphing papers, as we will use much 
of them in the next two months! 
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ROOM 4 – Mr. Schoppet 
6th Grade – We have studied the Geography of Egypt, Kush, and Canaan since the dawning of the New Year. We have discussed how early settlers 
considered water, topography, and vegetation when finding a place to settle. Next, we’ll take a closer look at Egypt. 
7th Grade – This New Year, we have taken a look at the Byzantine Empire and the Eastern Orthodox Church. In February, we will discuss Islamic 
World, discussing religion, and Muslim culture.   
8th Grade – Declaring Independence was only the first step to the colonies becoming united. Now, we’ll learn how the next step in the colonies was 
to figure out how to create a new government. 
 
ROOM 5 – Mrs. Banerjee 
All grade levels will continue with their study of Latin and Greek roots and grammar and punctuation practice. 
6th Grade – While January was all about poetry (the students learned the elements of poetry and created their poetry portfolios), February will be all 
about honing their persuasive and expository writing skills. Students will read a variety of persuasive and expository texts and will learn to write their 
own persuasive pieces. 
7th Grade – Students will continue their study of persuasive techniques and begin reading George Orwell’s classic Animal Farm. This will culminate in 
the students designing a persuasive campaign complete with a print ad and a speech. 
8th Grade – After their initial inquiry into Shakespeare’s life and times, students will begin reading Romeo and Juliet. As they read the play, they will 
watch excerpts of the play from movies and ballets as well as engage in projects such as writing Dear Abby letters and creating character profile 
posters to better explore Shakespeare’s timeless classic in a modern context.  
 
ROOM 6 – Mrs. Bianchi 
¿Qué pasa en la clase de español? January began with a special treat! The Tu Family (Hayden, 7th Grade) generously provided 
each class with their own Rosca de Reyes, the traditional bread used to celebrate the special holiday of Los Reyes Magos in Latin 
America and Spain. 6th through 8th graders enjoyed this fun treat and got a taste for a new cultural food. ¡Qué bueno! In 
February, we will look at ways Valentine's Day is celebrated in Latin American cultures - muy interesante. 
7th & 8th Grade - We wrap up the food unit and are moving onto using irregular verbs, like SER and IR. Students will learn how to talk about where 
they are headed and what they plan to do. This unit also incorporates question words, so students will be able to ask questions once they get to their 
destination. 8th grade students will create a video or skit in the context of a tourist in a foreign country, incorporating all of the previously learned 
vocabulary from the food unit as they have to navigate the streets of a foreign country. 7th graders will be given the setting of a parent wanting to 
know where their child is off to all the time (the mall, a concert, a friends house) and what they plan to do when they arrive, using directions, new 
locations and newly learned grammar of IR + Infinitivo. Can't wait to see what they come up with! ¡Muy creativos! 
6th Grade - Verb conjugation in the present tense will continue to be our focus this month. Students will continue to practice this grammatical concept 
that is essential to speaking and writing grammatically correct Spanish.  We will incorporate all three endings -AR, -ER and -IR ending verbs as 
students become able to talk about what they do on a regular basis in the school setting.  Students will create a flier about their dream school, identifying 
location of classrooms and objects, discussing daily activities the students do and much more. ¡Mucho trabajo por delante! 
5th Grade - We continue to add to our vocabulary of fun activities in the context of me gusta, which means I like. We will spend more time on this, 
creating a Keynote slideshow, acting out situational dialogues and other fun games. 5th graders will also be introduced to a new video series in the 
textbook, which brings the new grammar concepts to life in a fun way. We will also look at adjectives that can be used to describe ourselves. Every class 
is something new at this level. ¡Me gusta aprender español! 

 
ROOM 7 – Mrs. Kile 
Geometry Honors – In January, students mastered the concept of ratios to better understand triangles, polygons, and lengths.  The students 
deepened their understanding and application of theorems and postulates from previous chapters. In February, students will move into 
Trigonometry by exploring the geometric properties of Right Triangles.  They will become familiar with calculating sine, cosine, and tangent 
ratios. 
Pre-Algebra Honors – In January, students mastered working with fractions: specifically solving equations by multiplying fractions and adding 
and subtracting fractions by focusing on finding powers of products and quotients.  They explored ratios, unit rates, proportions and 



percentages.  In February, students will solve equations and inequalities, as well as transform formulas and simplify numerical expressions by 
applying rational numbers and justifying the processes used.  They will also calculate simple and compound interest. 
 

 
ROOM 8 – Mrs. Frugoli 
8th Grade – We have begun reading "Romeo and Juliet"! The students have enjoyed acting out the parts on our "mini" classroom stage and the 
discussions and topics that have come up so far are some of the best I've had whilst teaching "Romeo and Juliet". We truly have a lively crowd! The 
students will work in Central Idea groups during the unit and will "teach" each other about these central ideas through student-lead lectures and class 
discussions. We have also watched videos from the app "Show Me" to help with comprehension and understanding of the text. Some of the major themes 
we are exploring in this unit are the timelessness of the story—it is essentially a teenage angst story that we all could relate to even over 400 years 
after the play was written—the roles of women in the play and this part of history—are they valued for anything other than looks—and what is the 
definition of love Shakespeare is trying to convey through the characters and play? 
7th Grade – The students have completed their ad campaign unit where they presented their campaigns for the following, ordinary objects: pencils, 
couches, cats, and wheels. I am incredibly impressed with all of the creativity and innovation found within their campaigns. This introduction to persuasive 
techniques will lay the groundwork for understanding the rhetorical devices utilized within Animal Farm.  We then move on to a series of lectures about 
the Russian Revolution and a discussion of allegory, as "Animal Farm" is an allegorical tale of the Russian Revolution. During this unit, the students will 
be studying rhetorical devices by analyzing presidential speeches and writing speeches of their own. We will discuss the power of speech and language to 
incite political movements and human behavior. Questions such as, "How does one's speech and demeanor communicate information to others?," "What 
events in history have been heavily influenced by powerful people?," and "What is power? What does it mean to be powerful?" will be at the forefront of 
our discussions. 
6th Grade – We are diving right into our "Lightening Thief" unit! The students began the unit by analyzing and annotating the piece, "Shrouded in 
Myth." They concentrated on key terms such as "evidence" and "citation" in order to make the connection between the analysis of literature and 
providing textual "proof" (or evidence) when expressing one's opinion of literature. The students then completed a Quote Carousel in order to perform a 
close reading of the text and infer about the character of Percy Jackson.  This will be one of our main focuses of the unit: rereading the text in order to 
pull different meaning from the content.  We will also read, interpret, and analyze myths represented in the book and comparing them to the versions in 
the book.   
 
 

ROOM 9 – Mrs. Sanford 
Stop by and see all the fun we're having in Fifth Grade! 
Mathematics – We will study Chapter 7 – “ Algebra: Integers and Equations.” Students will compare, order, add, subtract, multiply, and divide integers. 
They will also solve and write addition, subtraction, and multiplication equations. 
History – We will start Unit 4: “The American Revolution.” Students will learn which people and disagreements impacted the American Revolution, as 
well as the major events and battles of the American Revolution. On March 31st, we will have the Walk Through History Assembly. 
Science – We will start Chapter 6: “The Solar System.” Students will learn about the main bodies of our solar system and how the Earth relates to 
them. They will learn about the forces that keep the planets in orbit around the Sun and of the sizes, properties, and relationships between each of the 
bodies in the solar system. Students will create a model of the Sun through the use of modeling clay. In addition, the students will select and start a 
Science Fair Project due March 18. 
Language Arts – We will start Theme 4: “Express Yourself.” In this theme, students learn about different forms of creativity and see how creative 
children may grow up to become creative adults. We will be reading Biography books and create a gallon can project depicting our person. 
 

  


