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BIRTHDAYS 
4/1 – Drake B  4/26 – Gabriella G   
4/2 – Sahir M & Nicole E 4/27 – Kylie F 
4/4 – Joshua M  4/28 – Marcel D & 
4/10 – Zachary K   Blain M 
4/15 – Nicolas C & Caleb A 
4/25 – Pysmon B, Christopher C,  

Maddie P, & Jared S 
   
LOOKING AHEAD… 
5/2 – Teacher Appreciation Week 
5/3-5/6 – 5th graders to Walden West Science Camp 
5/12 – WVCC Meeting at 6:00 
5/27 – End of the Year BBQ 
5/30 – Closed for Memorial Day 
6/1 – Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk Trip  
6/3 – Promotion Dance 
6/8 – 8th Grade Graduation 
6/10 – Last Day of School 
6/10 – Peter Pan Dance Recital 
6/11 – Peter Pan Dance Recital 
6/13 – Camp Tiki Begins 

 
ROOM 2 – Mr. Mikles  
6th Grade – The students and I will be starting to dive into Oceans and how they provide life for most ecosystems on Earth. The students will learn how water 
moves about the Earth and how salt plays an important part in it. The students will also learn how to map the Earth’s gyres and what important roles they play for 
California. 
7th Grade – We will look at how light works this month. Through a series of activities, we will have the opportunity to see everything from reflection to refraction. 
We will also go through how eyes preserve light and how lenses can help correct and modify light.  
8th Grade – This month, we will finish-up our understanding of buoyancy by building our very own cardboard boats. Once built, we will have our annual 
cardboard boat regatta. We will then venture into space and look at the creation of the solar system and the Earth. 
 
ROOM 3 – Mrs. Fawal  
Pre-Algebra – Last month, we worked on solving two-step and multi-step equations and inequalities. During the month of April, we will move on to 
Graphing Linear Functions. We will learn how to find solutions for equations with two variables. We will also learn about slope, Y-intercept, direct 
variations, and how to solve a system of linear Equations. These lessons are very important because they are the base concept for several lessons in 
Algebra 1 next year. 
Algebra 1 – During the month of March, we finished the polynomial unit and learned all about adding, multiplying and factoring polynomials. In April, we 
will start with The Quadratic Equations and Functions unit. We will explore quadratic graphs, find square roots, as well as learn how to factor to solve 
quadratic equations, use the quadratic formula, and choose an appropriate method for solving quadratic equations. 
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Algebra II – In March, we worked on to the Polynomial Functions unit in Algebra 2. We learned how to add, subtract, multiply, divide, and factor 
polynomials, as well as how to analyze, graph, evaluate, and solve polynomial equations and functions. In April, we are finishing up the polynomial unit and 
moving on to learning all about Inverses and Radical Functions and Relations, Square Roots Functions and Inequalities, and solving Equations with 
Radical Expressions.   
French Elective: This has been a really fun class so far! Students are expanding their knowledge of the French language and culture. We are learning 
basic vocabulary terms and phrases, watching short movies and documentaries in French, and learning some fun facts about France. 

 
ROOM 4 – Mr. Schoppet 
6th Grade – In March, we finished studying Egypt, the Israelites, and Judaism. In April, we'll be going on to discuss India. 
7th Grade – In March, we studied the Crusades and West Africa. In April, we'll be studying China and Japan. 
8th Grade – Last month, we learned how difficult it was to get the Constitution ratified, as well as the government and laws it established. 
Throughout April, we'll be talking about the Bill of Rights and the early years of our nation. 
 
ROOM 5 – Mrs. Banerjee 
6th Grade – The 6th graders did a fabulous job on their “Book in a Container” project in March! Please stop by Room 5 to take a look at their 
marvelous creations! After learning about the writing process and reading a variety of informational and persuasive texts, students will begin 
reading The Outsiders, S. E. Hinton’s classic Coming of Age novel and learn what it means to be a hero. 
7th Grade – Students will finish reading Animal Farm and get the chance to showcase their knowledge of persuasive techniques by designing their very 
own persuasive campaigns. Toward the end of the month, they will begin reading The Giver by Lois Lowry and participating in Literature Circle. 
8th Grade – After visiting the Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. at the end of March, 8th graders will end the Holocaust unit by 
discussing their visit and what they learned from this unit.  They will then start reading another classic, Lord of the Flies by William Golding. 
 
ROOM 6 – Mrs. Bianchi 
¿Qué pasa en Sala 6? April is a month for reviewing and building on previously learned vocabulary and grammar concepts. Classes will 
focus on conversation tasks, presentations, and videos. I take into consideration that students will be testing for SAT 10, so I want to 
keep Spanish fun! Below is brief overview of what will be happening in the different grades: 
8th Grade - Students will share what they did on their Washington DC trip and make a video announcement for one of their favorite attractions. They 
will also put the finishing touches on their piñatas and do fun activities to reinforce our knowledge of numbers, dates, and ages. 
7th Grade - In March, students began a family album project that we will continue to build on, using our family members to discuss activities. We will 
reinforce the concept of conjugating regular versus irregular verbs in the present tense, by participating in lots of conversation tasks and activities! 
6th Grade - Students will sharpen their understanding of basic greetings, questions, and directional prepositions using the setting of the classroom. We 
will have opportunities to explore different cultures through researching school atmospheres in Latino cultures. 
5th Grade - We have been working hard on adjectives and learning how to properly apply them both in a grammatical context as well as a 
conversational context. We will circle back to weather and numbers and take a look at some famous Spanish/Latino artists as part of the cultural 
aspect of the rich Hispanic heritage. 

 
ROOM 7 – Mrs. Kile 
Geometry Honors – In March, students have worked on mastering Circles, Arcs, Central Angles, and Chords. They gained a clearer understanding of 
Secant Segments, Tangent Segments, and External Segments. Students also solved Polynomial Equations by finding missing chord lengths. Come April, 
students will study Area of Rectangles, Rhombuses, Trapezoids, and more. In addition to this, students will continue their studies of Circles, specifically 
using formulas for finding the length of arcs, and area of sectors. 
Pre-Algebra Honors – In March, students worked on solving Two-Step Equations, specifically linear equations. They learned how to solve two-step 
equations using fractions and decimals, how to reverse the inequality symbol, undo operations, and use the reciprocal. Students also had the opportunity 
to adventure on a mathematical and historical field trip to the Winchester Mystery House. Students stepped back in time to see how mathematics was 
applied when designing the architecture of the incredible landmark, in addition to seeing the whimsical artistic touches themed throughout Sarah 
Winchester's home. Moving into April, the students will be learning how to Graph Linear Functions. They will be learning how to identify Relations and 
Functions, along with studying Slope of a Line, finding Constant of Variation, writing Direct Variation, and Graphing Inequalities. 



 
ROOM 8 – Mrs. Frugoli 
8th Grade – We ended our Romeo and Juliet unit with a bang! The students performed scenes from the play with their own unique interpretations: 
Cowboys (Montagues) and Native Americans (Capulets), Mountagues (Montagues) and Coveulets (Capulets), and an African American Juliet and an 
Italian American Romeo in the 1950s. Without a doubt, these were the best performances I've seen in four years! The students will be finishing their 
essays, as well, which will focus on the question, "Were Romeo and Juliet truly in love or just foolish teenagers?" We have also begun our Night unit. The 
students will work in groups and research different aspects of the Holocaust via the National Holocaust Museum website. In this unit, we will focus on 
the following Central Ideas (themes): Man's Inhumanity to Man, Complacency and Denial, Loss of Faith, Family, Loss of Innocence, and Survival. We will 
also discuss how these Central Ideas shape our understanding of the text via Sketchbook Journals that the students will be creating for our 
readings. Before we leave for DC, the students will write a business letter to Mr. Elie Wiesel detailing their responses and feelings about his memoir. We 
will be taking these with us to DC so we may hand deliver them to a representative at the National Holocaust Museum.  
7th Grade – We are well underway with our Animal Farm unit! We have finished the novel and are now focusing on election campaigns. The students are 
creating a political campaign as either Snowball or Napoleon of which the purpose is to be elected the leader of Animal Farm (in the case of Snowball) or 
to continue to be the leader (Napoleon). For the campaign, the students will create 1-3 political posters utilizing the Propaganda techniques we have been 
studying as well as rhetorical devices, a commercial spot (video) in the style of ads run by political candidates, a persuasive speech to the classroom, and 
a paper outlining their campaign strategies. Once we have heard all of the speeches, we will vote for the best Snowball and Napoleon candidates based on 
their campaign and then have a "Presidential Debate" to determine the ultimate leader. In order to prepare for the campaign, they will analyze speeches by 
Martin Luther King Jr., President Bush, and President Obama. The students have been annotating these speeches for rhetorical devices and, as we 
watch the video of these speeches in class, they will be comparing and contrasting the methods of delivery such as inflection, body language, and pauses 
for effect.   
6th Grade – We will be focusing on informational texts that relate to Lightning Thief.  For example, we have read the myth of Kronos, a comparison of 
gods and man, and lastly the tale of Medusa. Through student-created, group based projects, the students have been showing the similarities and 
differences found within these informational texts and Lightning Thief. Through close readings of all texts, the students are learning how to annotate a 
text for a specific purpose as well as for a deeper understanding of the text via close reading skills. We have also discussed the variations of myth such 
as different versions of the myth of Medusa where one may say she was punished by Athena for disrespecting her temple by being in there with 
Poseidon, and another may say she disparaged Athena's looks within her temple and so Athena cursed her with the snakes on her head. Through these 
readings, I'm able to reinforce the idea of an archetypal story; although some aspects may change, the general idea survives throughout history both in 
art, literature, and oral communication.  We will continue to focus on related myths and the Hero's Journey before we move on to the writing portion of 
the unit, wherein the students will write their own hero myth.   

 

ROOM 9 – Mrs. Sanford 
Stop by and see all the fun we're having in Fifth Grade! 
Mathematics – In Mathematics, we will study Chapter 9: Percent. In Chapter 9, students will learn to express percents as fractions and fractions as 
percents, express percents as decimals and decimals as percents, sketch and analyze circle graphs, and estimate and find the percent of a number. 
History – In History, we will finish Unit 5: Governing the Nation. Students will describe the people and events associated with the development of the 
U.S. Constitution. They will analyze the Constitution's significance as the foundation of the American republic. This month, we will learn and create 
political cartoons. 
Science – In Science, we will explore Chapter 8: Changes in Matter. Students will learn that elements are constantly combining and separating and 
changing forms in ways that account for the different properties of matter we observe. They learn the properties of chemical reactions, metals, and 
salts. In order to have a base of knowledge for future studies, students should learn how different particles combine and separate and the chemical 
properties of metals, acids and bases. May 3-6, we will attend Walden West Science Camp. 
Language Arts – In Language Arts, we will read Theme 5: School Rules. In this theme, students see many ways members of a community are 
connected. As students read and listen to selections about school experiences, they will realize that students in school communities learn not only 
information from texts but also practical lessons about life. The book/book report genre will be "school". Students will select a book that has a school 
theme (Frindle is not a choice) and write a report and create a diorama that demonstrates the setting and important details from their book. 
 

  


