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Birthdays we’re celebrating… 
9/5 – Siena T.  9/25 – Tierney B. 
9/11 – Justine L.  9/26 – Zack K. 
9/12 – Morgan W.  9/28 – Will S. 
9/14 – Madison F.  9/29 – Quincy S. 
9/14 – Bora K.  9/30 – Piya J. 
9/15 – Kelly I.  9/30 – Collin St. 
9/21 – Aidrian F. 
 

Notes from our Office 
What an amazing summer it’s been! While you have been 
relaxing on the beach, flying to exotic locations, or goofing 
in Disneyland, we have been hard at work to make this 
school year the best one, yet. I hope you’re as excited as we 
are to be back to school!  We’d like to introduce you to a 
few of our wonderful new teachers… 
 
Meet Mrs. Sarah Bianchi – Mrs. Bianchi will be teaching Spanish for all grade levels this year. During her undergraduate study, 
she minored in Spanish, and went on to achieve her Masters in Teaching from USF. She then lived in Spain with her husband for 
several years before moving back to California to start her family. She now has three children and is looking forward to teaching 
at WVMS! 
 
Meet Mrs. Ethyn Frugoli – Mrs. Frugoli is actually not-so-new! Previously, she taught Language Arts at WVMS for two years 
before taking time off to begin her family. Now that she has two children, she has a huge desire to get back into the 
classroom—and we are excited to have her back! 
 

GRADE & CLASSROOM NEWS 
 
Mrs. Layal Fawal – Math  
Welcome to Math Class! I am excited about the opportunity to get to know you, my students, and am looking forward to a happy 
and productive school year. 
 

• Pre-Algebra – We will learn about Algebraic Expressions and Integers by focusing on inductive reasoning and strategy. 
• Algebra 1 – We will review the tools of Algebra this month, along with Exponents, the Order of Operations, and the 

properties of numbers. We will then move on to learning how to solve two-step and multi-step equations, as well as 
equations with variables on both sides. We will then learn about ratios, proportions, and problem-solving. 

• High School Prep – This month, we will discuss profiles of local private high schools. By researching these schools, we 
will learn about their placement test preparation and application processes. 

 
Mr. Christopher Schoppet – 6th-8th Grade History 
To All Grades: Welcome back to school, students! Let the adventure begin into ancient realms, medieval courts, and patriotic 
frontiers. I look forward to being your guide as we explore the past in the History classroom. This year, I am excited about the 
new online textbook we’ll read from: History Alive! This is designed to be more interactive and experimental. Let’s have a 
fantastic year! 
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Mrs. Kamalika Banerjee – 6th-8th Grade Language Arts 
Welcome back, all! I hope everyone had a restful summer and is ready to get back to school. I know I am excited to start my 
fourth year as Language Arts Teacher at West Valley Middle School and am looking forward to meeting all of my students again! 
Here is a brief overview of what is in store for September… 

• 6th Graders – Students will be introduced to the concepts of plot and setting in literature through exploration of short 
stories such as Priscilla and the Wimps and All Summer in a Day. They will also start their weekly vocabulary study (for 
words every week) and review different kinds of sentences and their structures in grammar. 

• 7th Graders – Students will read the short stories The Dinner Party and The Skeleton Key to review and further explore 
setting, plot, and characterization in literature. In vocabulary, they will study four words based on one of two 
Greek/Latin roots per week and, in grammar class, learn to edit their writing using standard conventions of editing. 

• 8th Graders – Students will begin the year with The Treasure of Lemon Brown, a short story that will give them the 
opportunity to explore the Harlem Renaissance and the world of Blues music. In addition, they will begin taking weekly 
vocabulary quizzes and learn about the different types of clauses. 

 
Mr. Chandler Mikles – Science  

• 6th Grade – This month, the students will finish their chapter on maps and will begin building mountains out of corks. 
They will then transition into their discussions of landforms and begin their first research papers. To finish September, 
the students will perform a mineral lab in which they try to identify the rocks around them.  

• 7th Grade – The students will perform microscope labs at the start of September by looking at cells and cellular 
structures. Then, they will do activities and labs on fermentation and photosynthesis. At the end of the month, students 
will learn about mitosis and do several activities to help them better-understand this concept (including a dance!). 

• 8th Grade – Students will start their understanding into the world of atoms and elements this month, where they will 
make an element book and perform activities on isotopes and ions. We will discuss types of bonding and the students 
will begin work on a bonding packet. This packet will take a lot of time, but, upon completion, they will understand 
types of bonding forever. 

 
Mrs. Angelique Kile – Math  

• 8th Grade Honors Geometry – Welcome back! I hope you all had a fabulous, relaxing summer, because, this school year, 
I will be getting you ready to transition into high school math! It will truly be a mathematical adventure, filled with a 
lot of design elements, or, in academic terms, "Geometry"! A good portion of what will be taught can be and is used in 
awesome jobs such as online game design, theme park design, and the culinary arts. But, wait, before you find that 
incredible job opportunity, we'll be referring to all the tools you are going to need as "math”—specifically 
geometry—by starting out the month of September with reviewing points, lines, planes, refreshing your tool bank of 
vocabulary (that may have been lost over the summer), in addition to constructing angles, bisecting segments, 
calculating areas, etc.! Let the school year begin! 

• 6th Grade Honors Pre-Algebra – Welcome back! I hope you all had a fabulous, relaxing summer, because, this school 
year, I will be getting you ready to transition into 7th grade math! Many of you worked with me in 5th grade and 
continuously inquired about the 6th grade projects, in addition to math strategies and concepts. Well, I have great 
news; you will now get to work on some of the same projects. However, because this is an Honors class, I have 
upgraded, restyled, and raised the challenge level! A good portion of what will be taught can be and is used in diverse 
careers, from the culinary arts to online game design to theme park design. But wait, before you take that next trip to 
Disneyland, let's study up on the "math”—specifically pre-algebra by starting the month of September with reviewing 
the order of operations, subtracting & adding integers, refreshing your tool bank of vocabulary (that may have been 
lost over the summer and you have even forgotten what an integer is), naming coordinates and quadrants, etc.! Let the 
school year begin! 

• Creative Crafting – Welcome back, Crafters, and to all new students coming on-board to Creative Crafting!  It is going to 
be a true adventure this trimester!  We begin our journey in Japan: an ancient and mysterious island that is known 
best for its balance of beauty and technology.  When taking a look at their culture, we will be crafting souvenirs that 
reflect their mesmerizing and intriguing world. 

 
 
 



Mrs. Christina Lee – 6th Grade Math 
As much as we all miss summer, I have enjoyed seeing all of my students again and meeting new ones, as well. This month, we 
will review topics such as operations with decimals and integers, order of operations, and mean, median, mode, and range. 
 
 
Mrs. Sally Sanford – 5th Grade  
Welcome to Room 9! We are going to have a "Super," "Amazing," "Dynamite," "Spectacular," "Fantastic" year! Our theme for 
Room 9 is—you guessed it—"Superheroes." We will learn how to be a Superhero: to dream big. always do our best, be a team 
player, etc. Your “Superhero” teacher (moi) will teach Mathematics, Social Studies, Science, and Language Arts. I am looking 
forward to an awesome school year! 

• In Mathematics, we will start with Chapter 1: Number Sense, Algebra and Functions. We will find the prime 
factorization of a composite number, use powers and exponents in expressions, complete function tables, and find 
function rules. 

• In Social Studies, we will discover "The First Americans." Students will learn about the major pre-Columbian 
settlements including the American Indians of the Desert Southwest, Pacific Northwest, Great Plains, and Eastern 
Woodlands. 

• In Science, we will explore "The Structure of Living Things." We will learn that plants and animals have structures for 
respiration, digestion, waste disposal, and transportation of materials. 

• In Language Arts, we will "Look Inside." Students will learn about young people who discover their strengths and 
abilities. Our students will be encouraged to look within themselves and examine their own unique attributes. 


