
West Valley Middle School 

November 2015 Newsletter 
 

 
BIRTHDAYS 
11/9 – Jocelyn S  11/20 – Matthew H 
11/14 – Brett S, Emily P,  11/23 – Sam L 
           & Makenna S  11/27 – Kurt F 
11/17 – Cole B  11/29 – Gabrielle R 

   
LOOKING AHEAD… 
12/1 – Secret Santa Begins 
12/18 – Winter Formal 
12/17 – Life Skill Luncheon 
12/18 – Holiday Luncheon 
12/21-31 – Non-Academic Days 
12/25 – CLOSED: Christmas Day 
 
ROOM 2 – Mr. Mikles 
6th Grade – In November, the students will finish their 
chapter on plate tectonics. The students will test their 
knowledge of plate tectonics by making a tectonic plate 
puzzle. The month will finish with an activity on faults by 
designing a presentation on how the different types of faults work. 
7th Grade – The students will begin learning how to do genetic crosses on different traits. The crosses will start simple and will grow in complexity as 
the chapter progresses. The students then make a baby dragon. This activity will test all their knowledge from the chapter and is always interesting to 
see how parent genetic information mixes to get different results. 
8th Grade – The students will work on balancing equations and learning how chemical reactions take place, as well as what their byproducts are. These 
activities will start easy and increase in difficulty until students are finding out the products of the reactions biased off their earlier investigations into 
bonding. 
 
ROOM 3 – Mrs. Fawal & Ms. Dewey-Hoffman  
Mrs. Fawal is back this month! 
Pre-Algebra – For the month of November, we will work on Chapter 4, which consists of Factors, Fractions, and Exponents. This will pretty much 
get us to the Thanksgiving Holiday.  
Algebra 1 (Honors & High School Prep) – For the month of November, we will finish up Chapter 4 and work on Chapter 5 (we may even get to 
Chapter 6, since Chapter 5 is very short!). Chapter 4 will reintroduce functions, direct variation, graphing, absolute value relations, and reasoning 
skills. Chapter 5 will cover graphing linear functions, slope-intercept form, standard form, point-slope form, and parallel/perpendicular lines. If we do 
start Chapter 6, it will cover systems of equations and inequalities. 
Algebra II – We will review systems of equations and inequalities for Chapter 3 in November. If we start doubling up, lessons (which has been 
requested) then we will probably get to Chapter 4 (which include quadratic functions and relations).  
 
 

NOVEMBER 2015 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

2 
Canned Food 
Drive Begins 

3 4 5 
 

6 
 

9 10 11 
Non-Academic 

12 
 

13 
End of 1st 
Trimester 

16 17 
 

18 
 

19 
Life Skill 
Luncheon 

20 
Pep Rally & 

Life Skill 
Assembly 

23 
Non-Academic 

Parent-Teacher 
Conferences 

24 
Non-Academic 

Parent-Teacher 
Conferences 

25 
Non-Academic 

26 
CLOSED: 

Thanksgiving 

27 
CLOSED: 

Thanksgiving 

30   
 

  



 
ROOM 4 – Mr. Schoppet 
6th Grade – In October, we finished studying the various hominids and have begun to focus on homo sapiens (that's us). We have been studying their 
advance from hunters and gatherers (which we enjoyed learning about through an interactive game where they got "food" cards for "hunting and 
gathering") to agriculture. In order to study the Neolithic Age, they created comic books featuring Neolithic Nel and Nick. In their comic they showed the 
importance of certain changes from the Paleolithic Times to the Neolithic. In November, we're going to be studying some more of the first civilizations to 
appear in Sumer. We'll be studying the Sumerian city-states. 
7th Grade – We have been experiencing feudalism in 7th Grade. In each class one student became monarch, four became lords, some knights, and the 
rest of them had to work the land as serfs. They had to swear oaths of loyalty to each other and they had to provide land and food for the knights to 
protect the kingdom. When the invaders came (myself with "swords and arrows" aka crumpled up balls of paper) they built castles out of their desks and 
the knights defended their lords and his serfs valiantly. Some knights died sacrificing themselves to save their lord. Other lords didn't offer knights 
enough food and so were left without protection. The best knights defended the kings in both classes in the kingdom. It was a fun activity and I believe it 
helped them understand the feudal system was needed to protect the people of Europe first and foremost. Next month, we'll be looking more into 
Medieval Europe, talking about the Roman Catholic Church and Life in Medieval Towns.  
8th Grade – In 8th Grade, we've been studying the exploration age and looking at the early explorers and settlers in the Americas. We've been studying 
artwork depicting each of the different European groups that came over to the Americas. We'll also be studying the English colonies more specifically 
with a Colonial Fair, of sorts, later this month. In November, we'll be getting into the American War for Independence and seeing how our nation was born 
by holding some debates about whether or not to go to war with Great Britain.  
 
ROOM 5 – Mrs. Banerjee 
6th Grade – After exploring characters and conflicts in October, students will learn about theme and central idea in fiction and non-fiction. They will 
continue their study of Latin and Greek roots/prefixes and suffixes and review parts of speech in grammar. 
7th Grade – In October, students learned how authors use irony and foreshadow to build suspense in literature. They ended the month with 
a masquerade based on Edgar Allan Poe’s The Masque of the Red Death, an annual affair in Language Arts. In November, students will 
explore central idea and theme through short stories and poems such as Echo and Narcissus, Annabel Lee and The Highwayman. In writing, 
the focus will be on fictional narratives and in grammar; they will practice their punctuation skills.  
8th Grade – After analyzing some truly colorful characters and the conflicts that arise from their actions (The Most Dangerous Game and The Cask 
of Amontillado), students will begin their study of irony and ambiguity through a classic tale The Lady or the Tiger? They will also begin their unit on 
persuasive writing and continue honing their writing skills through regular vocabulary and grammar practice. 
 
ROOM 6 – Mrs. Bianchi 
¡Buenos días! En la clase de español we will start the month of November by looking at different traditional celebrations of el Dia de Los Muertos, 
celebrated on November 1 in many Spanish-speaking countries. The kids really enjoy this time of year as we will incorporate an art project for each 
grade - 5th grade will be making Skeletons and reviewing how to say different body parts in Spanish, 6th grade will be creating replicas of metal art 
skeletons and calaveras (skulls), 7th grade will be creating sugar skulls, learning new verbs and instructional words in Spanish and 8th grade will be 
making ofrendas, a type of altar to honor a loved one, incorporating written descriptions and creativity. ¡Muy interesante y divertido! 
 
We will continue to work on useful vocabulary for the classroom; 7th and 8th grade will begin conjugating verbs according to different subject 
pronouns and learning the different rules for different endings; 6th grade will continue to use newly learned words to discuss activities and things 
they like to do/don't like to do, as well as learning to describe their personalities as well as consider how others view them. 5th grade is reviewing 
several new vocabulary concepts, like colors, classroom objects and how to discuss the weather, tell time and say what the date is and will move 
onto discussing their likes/dislikes and adjectives used commonly to describe themselves. ¡Mucho trabajo por delante! 
 
I continue to have fun getting to know all of mis estudiantes and it is fun to watch them develop their Spanish.  
 
 
 



 
ROOM 7 – Mrs. Kile 
Geometry Honors – In October, students mastered solving systems by substitution and method of choice. They were factoring quadratics including 
trinomials, polynomials, and equations. In November, students will discover the world of Parallel Lines and Polygons. They will prove that lines are parallel 
by identifying skew and intersecting lines, in addition to classifying triangles as acute, right, obtuse, isosceles, scalene, or equilateral. Students will also 
use their problem-solving skills to determine if polygons are concave or convex, and to identify them as nonagons, heptagons, octagons, and so forth. 
Last but not least, the students will learn about the Triangle Sum Theorem and Exterior Angle Theorem.    
Pre-Algebra Honors – In October, students learned how to solve one-step equations and inequalities.  They mastered being able to identify 
properties of numbers, simplifying algebraic expressions, classifying types of equations, and solving equations by adding or subtracting. They practiced 
reasoning strategies, graphing inequalities, and solving inequalities by adding or subtracting, along with solving inequalities by multiplying or dividing. In 
November, students will work with decimals and equations. They will master rounding, estimating, substituting into formulas, and solving equations by 
multiplying or dividing decimals. Students will use the Metric System to identify appropriate metric measures and to convert metric units. 
 
ROOM 7 – Mrs. Frugoli 
In October, The Sixth Graders wrapped-up our Short Story Unit with "The Monkey's Paw": a spooky story about Fate and wishes! The Seventh Graders 
read a short story by Edgar Allen Poe and enjoyed a Halloween Masquerade based on the tale! They had snacks, drinks, spooky music, and costume 
and decorating contests! The Eighth Graders read a short story by Edgar Allen Poe that culminated in detective work by the students, as well as writing 
and performing interrogation scenes. 
 

ROOM 9 – Mrs. Sanford 
Our Oral Book Report Presentations went well. Our students were eager to share about their books and puzzles. 
Mathematics – We will study Chapter 3: “Adding/Subtracting Decimals.” Students will represent decimals on a number line; compare, order, and round 
whole numbers and decimals; estimate sums and differences of decimals; and solve problems by estimating. To access the book online, go 
to www.glencoe.com/ose and type in D4B4BD95B1 as the access code (AVAILABLE ON LAPTOPS ONLY). The website: www.gr5math.com is 
excellent to review all lessons. 
Social Studies – We will start Chapter 4: “Building the First Colonies.” Students will describe the cooperation and conflict that existed between the 
Native Americans and the new settlers. They will also describe the competition between the English, Spanish, French, Dutch, and Native Americans to 
control North America. Then, we will explore the Plymouth Plantation in a virtual, hands-on experience. 
Science – We will begin Chapter 3: “The Human Body Systems.” Students will learn that the human body has many organ systems that transport 
materials and information that are necessary to our life processes. They will use experiments and Internet searches to further explore the organ 
systems, as well. 
Language Arts – We are busy working on our third theme: “A Changing Planet.” In this theme, students read about the forces of nature that shape 
and reshape our planet. They will have a better understanding of natural changes and their impact on Earth and its inhabitants. We are working on our 
third Reading Log, in which students are selecting a mythology book or collection of myths to read and create trading cards on. 
I am so thankful to have this wonderful group of students and their supportive parents! 

 
ROOM 10 – Mrs. Lee  
We finished up our first project of the year, where students were able to plan their own parties including decorations, menu items, and invitations 
while determining their budget based on their plans. The students really seemed to enjoy planning their own party, although some were a little 
surprised at the cost in the end! Our focus then shifted from fractions to solving expressions and equations in the beginning of the month, and to 
ratios and rates towards the end.  
 

 


