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BIRTHDAYS 
12/6 – Emma B  12/18 – Andrea F 
12/9 – Brittney P & Mairead P 12/19 – Paula G 
12/10 – Ari R  12/27 – Benjamin Z 
12/11 – Eddie St.   & Shanie Z 
12/13 – Carlee K  12/28 – Isabella Y 
12/15 – Flower A  12/31 – Brandon F  

   
LOOKING AHEAD… 
1/1 – New Year’s Day: CLOSED 
1/4 – Academic Classes Resume  
         & One Warm Coat Drive Begins 
1/7 – WVCC Meeting 6:00pm 
1/8 – Mission Possible Assembly 
TBA – WVCC Fundraiser 
1/13 – Progress Reports Sent Home 
1/16 – Public Open House: 10am-3pm 
1/18 – Non-Academic Day 
1/21 – Pep Rally & Life Skill Assembly 
1/22 – Monterey Bay Aquarium Field Trip: 5th Grade 
1/28 – Life Skill Luncheon 
1/29 – Egyptian Animals Assembly 

 
ROOM 3 – Mrs. Fawal  
Pre-Algebra – In December, we will finish-up our unit on factors, fractions, and exponents, as well as learning about divisibility, prime factorization, 
simplifying fractions, and multiplying and dividing exponents. We will then move on to learning how to solve one-step equations and inequalities and 
graphing them. We will also keep working on our reasoning strategies for solving word problems. 
Algebra 1 – In Algebra 1, we will learn about graphing functions and linear equations on the coordinate plane. We will cover all function rules and learn 
about slopes, slope-intercept form, and standard form. We will also learn how to determine and write equations for parallel or perpendicular lines. 
Algebra II – In December, we will wrap up the unit on system of equations and inequalities, and dive in into quadratic functions and 
relations and learn how to solve quadratic equations by graphing or by factoring, and how to solve quadratic inequalities. 
 
ROOM 4 – Mr. Schoppet 
6th Grade – In the month of November, we studyied Ancient Sumer and asked ourselves why historians considered them to be a civilization. In order to 
figure that out, we learned about the different characteristics of a civilization and then studied artifacts to see what they reveal to us about the Ancient 
Sumerians. In December, we will study the major achievements of the Akkadian, Babylonian, Assyrian, and Neo-Babylonian empires that ruled 
Mesopotamia from approximately 2300 to 539 B.C.E. 
7th Grade – We have studied life in Medieval Times through learning about the Roman Catholic Church's influence and what day-to-day life was like. 
After studying this, most students are glad we live in the 21st Century. In December, we will study how Feudalism went out of style and the rise of the 
Byzantine Empire.  

 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

 1 
Secret Santa 

Begins 

2 
7th Annual 

Tree Lighting 

3 
 

4 
Honor Roll 

Assembly 8:30 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 11 
Parents  

Night Out 
14 15 16 

 
17 
Secret Santa 

Reveal 

18 
Annual 

International 
Potluck & 

Winter Formal 
21  
Non-Academic 

22 
Non-Academic 

23 
Non-Academic 

24 
CLOSING 

EARLY (3pm) 

25 
CLOSED: 
Christmas 

28 
Non-Academic 

29 
Non-Academic 

30 
PJ Day 

31 
New Year’s 

Eve 

 
 



8th Grade – We had a wonderfully successful Colonial Fair, where the students pretended to be colonists from the original British colonies. Students 
came up with jingles, slogans, and sales pitches to try to convince people that their colony is somewhere others would want to live. Students also studied 
everyday life in the colonies. Next, in December, we'll discuss the roots of the American War for Independence including the disagreements between 
colonists and Britain.  
 
ROOM 5 – Mrs. Banerjee 
6th Grade – After exploring characters and conflicts in October, students will learn about theme and central idea in fiction and non-fiction. They will 
continue their study of Latin and Greek roots/prefixes and suffixes and review parts of speech in grammar. 
7th Grade – In October, students learned how authors use irony and foreshadow to build suspense in literature. They ended the month with 
a masquerade based on Edgar Allan Poe’s The Masque of the Red Death, an annual affair in Language Arts. In November, students will 
explore central idea and theme through short stories and poems such as Echo and Narcissus, Annabel Lee and The Highwayman. In writing, 
the focus will be on fictional narratives and in grammar; they will practice their punctuation skills.  
8th Grade – After analyzing some truly colorful characters and the conflicts that arise from their actions (The Most Dangerous Game and The Cask 
of Amontillado), students will begin their study of irony and ambiguity through a classic tale The Lady or the Tiger? They will also begin their unit on 
persuasive writing and continue honing their writing skills through regular vocabulary and grammar practice. 
 
ROOM 6 – Mrs. Bianchi 
¿Qué hay en la sala de español?  7th and 8th graders should be able to answer that question as we continue reviewing useful vocabulary 
associated with the classroom. In the month of December, all grades will explore different customs and ways people of Spanish-speaking 
countries celebrate the holidays, including the traditions of Las Posadas, Papa Noel, Los Reyes Magos y más. I have some fun activities 
planned for all classes! ¡Felices fiestas! Additionally, this month we will cover the following points: 
7th & 8th Grade - Review food, including different forms to describe what foods you like/love or don't like at all; conjugating -ER/IR 
ending verbs, along with review of Present Tense -AR verbs, adding to our vocabulary for activities we do in our free time, being able to 
describe the location of items, and discuss the verb IR, which means to go. ¡Vamos! 
6th Grade - Introduction of classroom vocabulary, useful expressions to discuss your class schedule, ways to express which classes you 
like/don't like, describing your teachers and school using adjectives previously learned, and introduction to the concept of conjugating 
regular AR verbs in the present tense by using the correct subject pronoun. ¡Somos simpáticos! 
5th Grade - Continue practicing vocabulary used to discuss the weather, date & time, as well as basic classroom vocab, and moving into 
vocabulary and grammar to discuss activities kids like to do in their free time. ¡Me gusta mucho! 

 
ROOM 7 – Mrs. Kile 
Geometry Honors – In November, students worked with Parallel Lines and Polygons.  They proved that lines are parallel and identified 
skew and intersecting lines, in addition to classifying types of triangles as acute, right, obtuse, isosceles, scalene, or equilateral. Students 
also used problem-solving skills to determine if polygons were concave or convex and learned about the Triangle Sum Theorem and Exterior 
Angle Theorem. In December, students will learn about the properties of parallelograms.  
Pre-Algebra Honors – In November, students mastered working with decimals and equations. They worked with rounding, estimating, 
and solving equations by multiplying or dividing decimals.  Students learned to use the Metric System by converting metric units and also 
worked at mastering scientific notation and how to add, subtract, multiply, and divide using exponents. In December, students will build on 
their knowledge of fractions and rational numbers by estimating with fractions, mixed numbers, and solving equations by multiplying 
fractions. They will also use concepts from Chapter 4 to find powers of quotients and products. 

 
ROOM 7 – Mrs. Frugoli 
8th Grade – Now that our Short Story Unit is over, we have started a Paragraph Writing Unit.  We began with a hilarious Flocabulary video 
about P.O.W.E.R (Prewriting, Organizing, Writing, Editing, Revising). We then studied the prewriting process and practiced our skills with 
some basic topics. We are currently studying, creating, drafting, and peer editing Topic Sentences. Next, we will draft four paragraphs 
(Expository, Narrative, Descriptive, Persuasive) on topics of the students' choice. The students will then pick their "best" paragraph and 
focus on applying what they have learned about the writing process in order to make a final draft. The goal of this unit is to provide a 



foundation for writing the five-paragraph essay. The students will then apply different lenses of literary analysis to Romeo and 
Juliet, Night, and Of Mice and Men and express their ideas in numerous essay formats. An intricate and successful grasp on literary 
analysis and essay writing will be fundamental to students' future successes in high school and beyond. 
7th Grade – Now that our Short Story Unit is over, we have started a Paragraph Writing Unit.  We began with a hilarious Flocabulary video 
about P.O.W.E.R (Prewriting, Organizing, Writing, Editing, Revising). We then studied the prewriting process and practiced our skills with 
some basic topics. We are currently studying, creating, drafting, and peer editing Topic Sentences. Next, we will draft four paragraphs 
(Expository, Narrative, Descriptive, Persuasive) on topics of the students' choice. The students will then pick their "best" paragraph and 
focus on applying what they have learned about the writing process in order to make a final draft. The goal of this unit will be for the 
students to develop a firm grasp on persuasive writing which will be essential when we study rhetoric and speech writing whilst reading the 
novel, Animal Farm. The unit will involve studying and identifying advertising techniques, rhetorical devices, Presidential and historical 
speech analysis, and persuasive speech writing.   
6th Grade - We made it through our Short Story Unit! The students did an amazing job with their final projects; we have some extremely 
talented artists and writers in sixth grade! This week, we started a Paragraph Writing Unit. The students were given paragraph sentence 
scrambles and have been working on putting them into what they believe to be a perfect paragraph. Next, we will study, explore, and create 
Topic Sentences. The writing process will be next and will involve some great Flocabulary videos, note taking, and drafting. By the end of 
the unit, the students will be experts on expository, narrative, descriptive, and persuasive writing. 
 

ROOM 9 – Mrs. Sanford 
Our Oral Book Report Presentations went well. Our students were eager to share about their books and puzzles. 
Mathematics – We are studying “Chapter 4: Fractions/Decimals” this month. I attended a Mathematics workshop, Target Teach Essential Math 
Concepts, on November 17 and hope to share many of the activities with my students after the holidays. The website: www.ca.gr5math.com has self-
check quizzes for every lesson in the book and Chapter Tests to review for the tests. (AVAILABLE ON LAPTOPS ONLY) 
Social Studies – We will start “Chapter 5: The New England Colonies” this month. We will learn the political, religious, social, and economic institutions 
that evolved in the colonial era. Students will discover the cooperation and conflict that existed between the Native Americans and the new settlers. 
Science – We have started “Chapter 4: Earth's Water.” Students will learn that most of Earth's water is present as salt water in the oceans, which 
covers most of the Earth's surface. They will also learn that the amount of fresh water located in rivers, lakes, glaciers and underground sources is 
limited and its availability can be extended by recycling and conservation. We will discover the origin of the water used in our local community. 
Language Arts – We are working on our Mythology Unit and on our third Reading Logs this month. Students have selected Mythology books to read 
and will create mythology trading cards in class. Instructions have been handed out in class. 
Our First Field Trip was November 20 to see "Annie" at the Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts.  
Happy Holidays to all! 
 

ROOM 10 – Mrs. Lee  
In our short month of December, we will be learning about the practical uses of ratios and proportions when creating scale drawings and of 
percentages, fractions and decimals when determining sale prices of items for the holiday season. Happy holidays! 


