
         West Valley Middle School 

     October 2017 Newsletter 

BIRTHDAYS 

10/5  Leah M 

10/8  Jasmine K 

10/11 Jake H 

10/12 Veer J & Igor P 

10/13 Ella C 

10/18 Alicia C 

10/19 Henna M 

10/22 Parsa A 

10/23 Rod R 

10/25 Addison T 

10/26 Anas B 

10/31 Natalie P 

NEWS & REMINDERS 

10/3  WVCC Meeting 

10/6 Walk-a-Thon 

10/9 Charleston Wrap Forms Due 

10/11 Picture Re-Takes 

10/18  Musical Theater Bake Sale 

10/27 Halloween Dance and Haunted 

House 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

11/4  Public Open House 

11/8  Musical Theater Assembly (6th 

Period for student audience) and Musical 

Theater Evening Production for 

parents/guests 

11/10 Non-Academic Day 

11/17  Last Day of Trimester 1 

11/20-21  Parent/Teacher Conferences 

11/20-22  Non-Academic Days 

11/23-24  CLOSED for Thanksgiving Holiday 

 

CLASSROOM NEWS 

Mrs. Scripps - Life Skills 

During October, students will be working in groups to support their development of self, peer, and school respect. We 

will also be discussing positive role models, internet safety, and note-taking skills.  
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Mr. Mikles Room 2 

7th Grade Science: 

The class will be learning about reproduction this month for both plants and animals. We will be looking over how to 

do meiosis and will be making a movie in the form of an epic drama to help remember the steps. After that we will be 

starting genetics to better know how the traits that we have are inherited from our parents 

8th Grade Science: 

We will be looking at how states of matter interact with one another as this month starts. We will be making ice cream 

to help the kids remember the phases between states of matter at this time. We will then transition to the power of the 

periodic table and understanding how elements have similar properties when grouped together. Finishing up this 

month, the class will start to explore chemical properties and reactions. 

 

Mrs. Keefe Room 3 

Algebra 1 

We will focus on solving one-step, two-step and multi-step equations. 

Geometry 

We will start chapter 2 Deductive Reasoning and get ready to learn 

two-column proofs. 

Algebra 2 

We will discuss more in depth about linear relationships and functions. 

 

Mrs. Schimpke Room 4 

7th Grade World History: 

In World History, we are finishing up our mosaics, and continuing our study of Europe During Medieval Times.  Over 

the next month, we will be creating Feudal Kingdoms in class, and then studying the Roman Catholic Church. 

8th Grade U.S. History: 

Over the next month, we will be creating our own colonies.  This project will include a map, flag, and written project.  

After studying colonial times, we will be moving into our study of dissent in the colonies and the Declaration of 

Independence. 

 

 Ms. Bryan Room 5 

6th Honors ELA:  

Last month, the students completed their "plot hill" projects and they turned out great! This month, 6th grade will 

continue our reading with a focus on character, conflict, and point of view. Compare and contrast will be the main 

theme used in our writing. 

7th Honors ELA:  

Students will move on from a focus on plot to characterization in our reading this month. Our grammar work will 

include subject and verb agreement and we will use an autobiographical narrative for our writing. 

8th Honors ELA:  

8th grade with analyze character motivation in our reading and use this to develop writing with an autobiographical 

narrative. In grammar we will continue to work through the book learning about direct and indirect objects. 

 

Senora Bianchi Room 6  



 ¿Qué pasa en el Aula 6? 

Buenos días! Como estas? By now 6th, 7th and 8th Graders should all know what that means so go ahead and ask 

them, por favor. We have gotten right into the swing of things with learning and reviewing greetings and farewell 

expressions, numbers 1-100, talking about the weather y mucho mas.  

 

October is a fun month as we celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month and el Dia de Los Muertos. These two fiestas give 

us an opportunity to explore the Hispanic cultures in more depth. Each grade will have a project related to el Dia De 

Los Muertos so come by the class and check them out! 

5th Grade Spanish:  

We will have a Book of Life viewing party, create decorative sugar skulls and papel picado, and be adding to our 

Cuaderno Interactivo with vocabulary related to Dia de Los Muertos.  We will be working on adjectives and agreement 

with plural/masculine/feminine. 

6th Grade Spanish:  

We will be creating pipe cleaner skeletons, taking an in-depth look at Cesar Chavez, reviewing adjectives and the 

expression "me gusta"  

7th Grade Spanish: 

Our students will be creating shoebox altars, looking at various influential Hispanic figures in film and sports, and be 

working on present tense verb conjugations in relation to food and healthy living. 

8th Grade Spanish: 

This month, we will create commemorative collages for the deceased, as well as reports on historic Hispanic artists 

and how they may have influenced today's outlook on being Hispanic.  We will review  present tense of regular and 

irregular verbs in the context of eating out in a restaurant (many opportunities for role play here!). 

 

Mrs. Pai Room 7  

5th Grade Science: 

The students will be able to analyze how atoms combine to form molecules and describe the size of atoms and 

molecules. They will also learn how particles combine to form the variety of matter one observes. 

6th Grade Science:  

The students will be able to explain the three processes by which heat is transferred - radiation, conduction, and 

convection. Also, they will learn about how energy is transferred between objects or systems. 

 

Mr. Cembellin Room 8 

5th Grade ELA:  

This month we will begin the second theme of our class textbook: Teamwork. We will discuss effective paragraph 

structure and practice writing "how to" texts that give readers clear instruction in logical order, focusing on 

organization and supporting details.   

6th Grade ELA:  

Having explored the basics of plot structure in our first unit, we will zoom in closer on character, conflict, and point of 

view. We will compare and contrast these different literary elements across different texts, and discover how authors 

control each aspect to produce compelling narratives.   

7th Grade ELA:  

Our next unit centers on characterization. Building off the foundation of plot and setting from September, we will 

explore the nuances of character development and use this to craft our own autobiographical narratives.  



8th Grade ELA:  

As we begin our unit on analyzing character motivation, we will read our first class novel, Of Mice and Men. This novel 

will serve as a springboard for diving deeper into the characters of different literary works, particularly as it relates to 

dialogue and action. We will then develop autobiographical stories that demonstrate an understanding of these tools.  

Creative Writing:  

We will wrap up our poetry unit and shift our attention to creative nonfiction. This unit explores how to write like a 

writer, tools and techniques for nonfiction, and discovering the objective of the story. 

 

Mrs. Sanford Room 9 

5th Grade Social Studies:  

We will study Chapter 3: Age of Exploration. Students will describe the aims, obstacles, and accomplishments of early 

explorers. They will trace the routes of the explorers and identify the areas they claimed. We will create an "Explorer's 

Graveyard" in time for Halloween. 

6th Grade Social Studies: 

We will explore Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Kush. Students will analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious 

and social structures of the early civilizations of Mesopotamia, Egypt and Kush. We will create clay tablets and 

practice cuneiform in class. 

 

Mrs. Tadena Room 10  

5th Grade Math  

Chapter work will cover statistics and data analysis, adding and subtracting decimals. We will use what we learned in 

a project where students create a field trip proposal! 

6th Grade Math  

We will wrap up the first chapter with a project on metric conversions (they’ll be weighing objects at home and 

measuring distances to nearby locations). Then we will jump into more exponents, factors, and fractions.  

Pre-Algebra  

Chapter work will cover solving one-step equations and inequalities. Students will step up their thinking with more 

challenge questions and error analysis on homework. Start thinking “What if?” 

 


