
                        West Valley Middle School                      

                              December 2017 Newsletter 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS 

12/4 Naomie G 

12/18  Andrea F 

12/24 Rebecca K 

NEWS & REMINDERS 

12/4 Secret Santa Begins 

12/8 Theater of all Possibilities 

12/8 Winter Formal 

12/14 Secret Santa Reveal 

12/15 Holiday Luncheon 

12/18-12/29 Non Academic  

12/25 School Closed 

12/29  Last Day to Receive $100 

Off the Re-Enrollment Fee  

UPCOMING DATES 

1/1 SCHOOL CLOSED 

1/2 Academic Classes Resume 

1/15 Non-Academic Day 

1/17 Progress Reports 

1/20 Public Open House 

CLASSROOM NEWS 

 Mr. Mikles Room 2:  

7th Grade Science 

The students will be going on a 

voyage with Charles Darwin this 

month as we start to learn about 

evolution. The student will be 

shooting a short video about the 

voyage of Charles Darwin and 

exploring how his discoveries helped pave the work of the modern idea of evolution. This will give them the foundation for their next 

research paper on endangered and extinct species that they will be starting and continuing after the break. 

8th Grade Science 

Acids and bases are going to be discussed in this month. The students will begin by making a movie on how acids and bases 

interact with one another. Using that knowledge and their prior learning on balancing equations the students will be learning how to 

balance equations with acids and bases. The students will also learn how pH plays a role in their daily lives and how it can be 

changed by using acids and bases. 
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Mrs. Keefe Room 3 

Algebra 1 

 We will finish up chapter 3 solving inequalities at the beginning of  December and then start to learn concepts of functions, and 

modeling with linear equations. 

Geometry 

Students continue to use deductive reasoning to prove geometry concepts. We have just finished a chapter 2 test and are learning 

angle relationships formed by parallel lines and transversals.  

Algebra 2 

We will be learning modeling situations with systems of equations and systems of inequalities. Simple operations with matrices will 

be introduced.   

 

Mrs. Schimpke Room 4 

7th Grade World History 

We have just finished lesson 7 in the textbook on the Origins of Islam.  In the next three lessons, we will learn about the five pillars 

of Islam, Muslim inventions and adaptations, and the crusades. 

8th Grade  US History 

In U.S. History, we have just finished studying the Revolutionary War.  Our next Unit will focus on the Constitution.  Each student 

will be receiving a pocket Constitution.  There are no extras of the Constitutions, so please encourage your student to be careful 

with theirs. 

 

Ms. Bryan Room 5 

6th Grade Honors Language Arts 

In 6th grade Honors ELA, students will continue to focus on theme while reading several short stories.  Students will 

continue to practice proper paragraph formation and begin to write longer papers while learning about expository 

writing. 

7th Grade Honors Language Arts 

Students will analyze theme in stories as a response to selected literature.  Students will practice writing responses to 

literature and learn concepts required to make and support valid claims about a piece of literature. 

8th Grade Honors Language Arts 

We will continue to read Of Mice and Men and focus on theme, characterization, and foreshadowing.  Students will 

practice their writing skills as they respond to Of Mice and Men and other selected literature.  The skills focus will be 

on proper paragraph structure, using correct MLA format, and learning more about complex sentences and using 

transitions in their writing. 

 

 Senora Bianchi Room 6 

¿Qué pasa en Aula 6?   

In the month of December, all grades will explore different customs and ways people of Spanish-speaking countries 

celebrate the holidays, including the traditions of Las Posadas, Papa Noel, Los Reyes Magos y más. I have some fun 

cultural activities planned for all classes! ¡Felices fiestas! 

Additionally, this month we will cover the following points: 

5th Grade Spanish 

We will continue practicing vocabulary used to discuss the weather, date & time. We will review basic classroom 

vocab, and move into vocabulary and grammar to discuss activities kids like to do in their free time. ¡Me gusta mucho! 



6th Grade Spanish 

Students will have an introduction of classroom vocabulary, learn useful expressions to discuss their class schedule, 

ways to express which classes they like/don't like, describe their teachers and school using adjectives previously 

learned.  We will also have an introduction to the concept of conjugating regular AR verbs in the present tense by 

using the correct subject pronoun. ¡Hablamos mucho en la clase de espanol! 

7th Grade Spanish 

We will be reviewing food; different forms to describe what foods the students like/love or don't like at all.  We will be 

conjugating -ER/IR ending verbs, along with review of present tense -AR verbs, adding to our vocabulary for activities 

we do in our free time and be able to describe the location of items. 

8th Grade Spanish 

We'll have a continued emphasis on physical descriptions as we add to our collection of irregular “boot” verbs – 

VENIR & PEDIR which means to ask for so next time you’re out at a restaurant, have your student order en espanol! 

We’ll also start to look at the differences between SER & ESTAR – to be or not to be – esa es la pregunta! 

 

 Mrs. Pai Room 7 

5th Grade Science  

The students will work on a project to create a water filter. They will also be able to understand how substances 

combine or change (react) to make new substances. 

6th Grade Science  

The students will be able to describe the main process of the water cycle and explain how the force of gravity and 

energy from the sun drive the water cycle process. 

 

 Mr. Cembellin Room 8 

5th Grade Language Arts 

We will begin the third theme of our textbook, A Changing Planet. Students will learn how to write a review and begin 

applying the skills of persuasive writing.    

6th Grade Language Arts 

Students will discover different forms of fiction and practice different skills and strategies for reading these various 

forms. We will compare and contrast texts and use evidence to support our observations. 

7th Grade Language Arts 

This month we will discuss point of view, and contrast points of view to analyze different narrative texts. Students will 

write persuasively to support a claim using textual details and evidence. 

8th Grade Language Arts 

 In 8th Grade we will introduce ways to define and interpret a writer's style. Students will write responses to literature, 

presenting insights of their interpretations of a selected work.  

Creative Writing 

We will begin Trimester 2 of Creative Writing with our unit on poetry. Students will read and write different types of 

poems and experiment with line breaks, spatial gaps, sounds, and rhythms, among other techniques. 

 

 Mrs. Sanford Room 9 

5th Grade US History 



We are exploring Unit 3: Settling the Colonies. Students will learn why different people came to the English colonies 

and where they settled. We will learn about the impact the colonists had on the American Indian groups. Lastly we will 

explore what kind of governments, economies and new ideas developed in the colonies. Our in class project will be a 

Colonial Newspaper. 

6th Grade Ancient Civilizations 

We will study Unit 3: Civilization in India and China. Two of the earliest civilizations of the ancient world arose in India 

and in China. In both of these places, river valleys provided the setting for development of civilization. Indians and 

Chinese built large empires and made many advances in science, art and learning. We will also learn about two of the 

world's major religions-Hinduism and Buddhism. Our in class project will be, writing a persuasive essay. 

 

 Mrs. Tadena Room 10 

5th Grade Math 

Students will learn all about fractions: how to change decimals to fractions, and fractions to decimals. They will write 

how many days of 2017 are left both as a fraction and a decimal.  Time is flying by, isn’t it? 

6th Grade Math 

In the next chapter, students will learn how to solve one-step algebraic equations. This is a great introduction to 

prepare students for Pre-Algebra next year! 

Pre-Algebra 

After researching far-away planets on their space brochure, students are ready to delve deeper into using exponents 

and scientific notation. We’ll also cover fractions and rational numbers. 

 

Mrs. Scripps - Life Skills 

The month of December, 5th and 6th graders will be engaging in group and individual activities that focus on avoiding 

stereotypes and developing personal values. Students will also begin the early stages of their community engagement 

projects.   


