
   WEST VALLEY MIDDLE SCHOOL 

                                           April 2018 Newsletter 

BIRTHDAYS: 

          4/5 Ryan A., 4/8 Nicholas F., 4/18 Oranus J., 4/20 Ben R., 4/22 Austin J., 4/27 Constantine C.,  & 4/28 Marcel D.

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE 

CALENDAR: 

4/2-4/6 Spring Break 

4/10-4/11 Spring Pictures 

4/12 Graduation Pictures 

4/13 Panoramic Picture 

4/16-4/20 SAT Testing 

4/24-4/27 5th Grade Science Camp 

4/28 Public Open House 

LOOKING AHEAD 

5/7-5/11 Teacher Appreciation Week 

5/28 CLOSED for Memorial Day 

6/6 Santa Cruz Boardwalk Field Trip 

6/7 Musical Theater Production 7pm 

6/14 8th Grade Graduation 

6/15 Last Day of School 

CLASSROOM NEWS: 

 ROOM 2 Mr. Mikles 

7th Grade Science 

The students will be looking at how the 

human body functions. They will be 

focusing on the musculoskeletal and 

the cardiovascular systems. The 

students will be creating several movies 

to teach the class about these different 

systems. They will also be putting their 

knowledge of levers to the test by 

hopping on large lever to try and 

balance each other out. 

8th Grade Science 

This month they will be starting to look into buoyancy and how it affects the flotation of different objects. This will be done through 

metal boats to see how much weight they can float. Finishing the month will be the Cardboard Boat Regatta.  
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 ROOM 3 Mrs. Keefe 

Algebra 1 

Students have been working on solving systems of equations by graphing, substitution, and elimination. Given any system of 

equations to solve, students learned to justify which method was the most efficient to use for a particular system. We are currently 

working on a variety of word problems such as age problems, coin problems, and motion problems. We plan to finish before the 

Spring Break. In April we will focus our study on exponents and operations with monomials.   

Geometry 

 In March, students studied the properties of quadrilaterals, demonstrating their mastery of the subject matter by completing a 

musical video in which they created the lyrics and sang with their favorite music. They also identified real-world objects in their 

video to illustrate where the quadrilaterals appear in everyday life. In April, we will continue our study on rhombuses, trapezoids, 

and kites. 

Algebra 2 

We wrapped up our study on quadratic functions in mid-March, and started to learn about polynomial functions, which are used to 

model many real-world situations. We will learn to do operations with polynomials, divide polynomials, and analyze their graphs 

and solutions. 

 

 ROOM 4 Mrs. Schimpke 

8th Grade U.S. History 

Last month the 8th graders went to Washington D.C. with Senora Bianchi.  We are grateful to Senora, Ms. Melinda, Coach Al, and 

all our wonderful parents for enriching the experiences of the students in 8th grade. When the students return, we will have a short 

week where we continue our studies of the reconstruction era before testing. 

7th Grade World History 

This month we are finishing our study of China and then moving into our study of Japan.  During our study of Japan we will write 

poems, and design our own Samurai armor!  Students can look forward to a fun and exciting month in history. 

 

 ROOM 5 Ms. Bryan 

6th Grade Honors Language Arts  

In April, students will continue to study “Elements in Poetry.” They will also examine literary terms and learn how poets use literary 

terms in poetry. Students will practice using literary terms as they write their own poems. Next, we will read the novel The 

Outsiders. Students will respond to each chapter through class discussions and written expression. At the end of the month, 

students will explore the San Jose State University Library. While on a tour, they will learn how libraries have several resources for 

students. 

7th Grade Honors Language Arts  

Students will finish “Forms of Prose and Poetry.” We will complete an in-depth study of poetry. While reading poems, students will 

look for figurative language, including literary devices. Some literary devices that we will examine include: metaphors, similes, 

personification, alliteration, imagery, irony, symbolism, and idioms. On April 12th, students will explore stores in Westfield Valley 

Fair to see how merchandise uses literary terms as a form of advertisement. In writing, students will create their own poems while 

focusing on using literary terms in their work. At the end of the month, we will begin reading Lois Lowry’s The Giver. Students will 

examine the themes in this novel, especially the importance of human memory. 

8th Grade Honors Language Arts 

Students will finish studying poetry and begin reading Romeo and Juliet in April. To begin, students will learn about the famous 

bard, William Shakespeare. Students will have fun learning about puns – a literary device Shakespeare fathered. On April 20th, 

students will enjoy a performance of Guys and Dolls at the Children’s Musical Theater. After writing poetry, students will begin 

composing a comparison and contrast essay.  

 

 



 

 ROOM 6 Mrs. Bianchi 

¿Qué pasa en Sala 6? 

April is a month for reviewing and building on previously learned vocabulary and grammar concepts. Classes will focus on 

conversation tasks, presentations and videos. I take into consideration that students will be testing for SAT 10 so I want to keep 

Spanish fun for los estudiantes! A look ahead at what will be happening in the different grades: 

8th Grade Spanish  

After two weeks of no classes, it takes a little while to get back in the groove.  Students will start out with creating a photo album 

and captions using the present progressive to describe their vacations.  We’ll move onto Chapter 7 - La Ropa - where we will role 

play clients and store clerks.  Muy practico!  

7th Grade Spanish 

Students will begin a unit on “La Familia” - starting a family album project that is often very fun for students.  We will reinforce the 

concept of conjugation of regular versus irregular verbs in the present tense, including lots of conversation tasks and activities!  

6th Grade Spanish 

Students will sharpen their understanding of basic greetings, questions and directional prepositions using the setting of the 

classroom. We will have opportunities to explore different cultures through researching school atmospheres in Latino cultures, 

wrapping up the unit with creative commercials for a dream school. 

5th Grade Spanish 

April marks the start of our unit on “La Comida”.  We will learn how to say different foods in Spanish and students will team up to 

research, recreate and present a food from a Latin American culture.  Que rico!  

 

 ROOM 7 Mrs. Pai 

5th Grade Science 

The students will learn about the different parts of the ecosystems. They will be able to explain what makes up a balanced or 

healthy ecosystem. They will also be able to demonstrate how energy flows through an ecosystem.  

6th Grade Science 

In 6th Grade Science, the students they will learn about how technology can improve the function of the human circulatory system. 

They will also be introduced to the digestive system, and describe the process and function of digestion and the organs involved. 

 

 ROOM 8 Mr. Cembellin 

5th Grade English Language Arts 

We will wrap up our theme on "Express Yourself" and continue practicing compare-and-contrast writing. This month we will also 

assign a book report; students will read a novel of their choice that is appropriate for their reading level, and prepare a written 

response and presentation  

6th Grade English Language Arts  

After completing Chapter 5 on the elements of poetry, this month we will begin our class novel, The Outsiders. Students will keep a 

reading journal in which they will log their questions, observations, and responses throughout the text. As a class, we will continue 

practicing how to respond to literature using academic writing.   

7th Grade English Language Arts 

Once we finish Chapter 5 of our literature textbook on prose and poetry, we will begin our class novel, The Giver. Students will 

practice writing chapter summaries; we will emphasize not only how to identify the most important details of the text, but also how 

to present them clearly in a concise manner.   

8th Grade English Language Arts 

This month we will wrap up Chapter 5 on poetry and transition into our second class reading selection, Romeo and Juliet. Using 

the "No Fear Shakespeare" edition, students will practice paraphrasing Shakespeare's rich, complex text into modernized 

language. This will be a fun and interactive unit, where students will often be encouraged to make the play come to life! 

 



 

 ROOM 9 Mrs. Sanford 

5th Grade U.S. History 

In U.S. History we will start Unit 6: Western Expansion. Students will trace the colonization, immigration and settlement patterns of 

the American people from 1789 to the mid-1800s, with emphasis on the role of economic incentives, effects of the physical and 

political geography, and transportation systems. Fifth Graders will be at Walden West Science Camp April 24-27. 

6th Grade Ancient Civilization 

In Sixth Grade Ancient Civilizations we will continue Unit 5: The Roman World. 

Students will learn that Rome's location and government helped it become a major power in the ancient world. Rome's tripartite 

government and written laws helped create a stable society. Then in a later period, the Roman Republic was marked by wars of 

expansion and political crises. 

  

Have a great Spring Break! 

 

 ROOM 10 Mrs. Tadena 

5th Grade Math 

Students will learn to add and subtract integers. Negative numbers have not been used much until this point, so this chapter 

provides a nice foundation for middle school math. 

6th Grade Math 

Students will build on what they learned in the geometry chapter. They will learn to find perimeter and area of a rectangle, triangle, 

and other figures. After celebrating Pi Day last month, they will now use Pi to find circumference and area of a circle. Finally, they 

will learn to find surface area and volume of three-dimensional figures.  

Pre-Algebra 

Students will learn how to solve multi-step equations, and how to graph linear equations. These graphs can be used to show real-

world events and relationships visually. For example, you can sketch a graph of your airplane trip showing your height above the 

ground and the time elapsed.  

 

 Mrs. Scripps, Life Skills 

During the month of April, 5th and 6th grade Life Skills classes will be discussing perseverance, the importance of having a positive 

attitude and positive relationships with friends, family, and other peers. 

 

 

. 


