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BIRTHDAYS 

1/5  Tosh H, 1/9 Alana G 

1/10 Collette Z, 1/11 Sarah R 

1/12 Dominika S, 1/16 Noah C 

1/20 Zoe C, 1/25 Kylie B 

1/26 Gabriel K, 1/31 Isabelle O 

 

NEWS & REMINDERS 

1/1 SCHOOL CLOSED 

1/2 Academic Classes Resume 

1/15 Non-Academic Day 

1/17 Progress Reports 

1/20 Public Open House 

 

UPCOMING DATES 

2/7 AMC Math Competition 

2/9 Bingo Night 

2/12-2/16 Spirit Week 

2/19  CLOSED for President’s 

Day 

2/20-2/23 Non-Academic Days 

2/24 Science Bowl Competition 

 

CLASSROOM NEWS 

 Mr. Mikles Room 2:  

7th Grade Science 

The students will begin their  

Science Fair projects in addition 

to their normal Science 

curriculum.  We will devote one day each week to work on the Science Fair section at hand to allow them to stretch out 

experiments and workload over several months. During this month, the students will learn how evolution has shaped the world that 

we live in and how we can show that animals have branched off from common ancestors. They will also be writing a research 

paper on endangered and extinct species and how we as a society can help these species of what befell them to erase their 

existence from the biosphere. 

8th Grade Science 

We will start our Science Fair projects, in addition to their normal Science curriculum.  Just as the 7th graders, we will devote one 

day a week  to focusing on the Science Fair project  allowing them to stretch out experiments and workload over several months. 
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The students will be starting their last chapter before they launch into Physics. We will be looking at the chemistry of the living 

world and how its processes allow the abiotic and biotic worlds to exist. The students will also be working on a research paper on 

an influential scientist , how their discoveries have helped advance science and what might have happened if their input was never 

felt. 

Mrs. Keefe Room 3 

Algebra 1 

We will begin Chapter 4 where students will learn the concepts of relations and functions with two variables. Students will model 

real world situations with linear functions. 

Geometry 

We just finished Chapter 3 on finding unknown angles related to parallel lines, and triangles. In January, we are going to study 

congruent triangles in chapter 4. Students will prove whether two triangles are congruent and solve algebra problems related to 

congruent triangles. 

Algebra 2 

Simple operations with matrices will be introduced. Since students have not encountered this topic before, they may find working 

with matrices interesting. 

Mrs. Schimpke Room 4 

7th Grade World History 

Over the next month, students will conclude their study of Islam and move into studying Hinduism, Buddhism, and the Gupta 

Empire. This should be an interesting unit for our students where religion, art, and history converge. 

8th Grade  US History 

We finished annotating our Constitution and Bill of Rights. Students will have an exam on Unit 2 this month, and begin Unit 3. In 

Unit 3, students will study the early American Republic and begin looking for threads to track the development of the Civil War and 

political parties. 

Ms. Bryan Room 5 

6th Grade Honors Language Arts 

After being tested on their knowledge of theme, students will start a new chapter on “Forms of Fiction.” They will read 

different pieces of fiction including: short story, novella, folk tale, myth/epic, fable, and poetry. In writing, students will 

finish practicing expository writing and end the month writing a compare-contrast essay.  

7th Grade Honors Language Arts 

Students will begin a chapter on “Point of View.” They will learn how point of view affects the way a reader perceives 

story events and theme.  While reading Animal Farm, by George Orwell, we will discuss several elements of point of 

view. We will talk about topics including: the rise of power, dictatorship, conflicts, tyranny, and oppression of people. 

Students will finish writing an essay on a response to literature and begin writing a persuasive essay. 

8th Grade Honors Language Arts 

The literary skills focus for January will be “Style.” We will explore a writer’s style by evaluating the way he or she 

uses language in a piece of literature.  In order to examine an author’s style, students will need to learn about 

figurative language, including literary devices. Some literary devices that we will explore include: metaphors, similes, 

personification, imagery, irony, symbolism, and dialect. Students will examine a piece of literature and write a 

response.  They will learn the concepts required to make and support valid claims about a literary work. 

 Senora Bianchi Room 6 

¿Qué pasa en Aula 6?   

January starts off with a look at a very special celebration in the Latin culture - el Día de Los Reyes Magos (or Three 

Kings Day). This is a holiday I celebrate with my own family and I look forward to sharing it with the students!  

 



5th Grade Spanish 

We will begin working in the textbook more as the new year kick’s off, adding a variety of favorite “pasatiempos” to our 

Interactive Notebook.  Students will learn what ‘infinitives’ are and learn the expression “me gusta”; we’ll act out 

situational dialogues and play some other fun games. ¡Me gusta aprender español! 

6th Grade Spanish 

We kick off the year with Capítulo 2 - La escuela.  Students will learn how to talk about their school schedule and 

ordinal numbers.  Students will create a school newspaper, complete with interviews and quotes about favorite 

subjects and profesores.  A todos les gusta la clase de espanol!   

7th Grade Spanish 

We continue with the Food unit (que rico!) and our review of Present Tense Conjugation.  Students will create a recipe 

and perform a cooking demonstration, using present tense, in front of the class or in video.  They’ll move onto creating 

a special diet for a famous athlete and what one needs to do para mantener la salud - to stay healthy.  Perfect for 

those New Year’s resolutions! 

8th Grade Spanish 

To Be or To Be - that’s the question 8th graders are asking when we review SER and ESTAR.  Once we’ve mastered 

the different uses of these irregular verbs, we’ll move onto Chapter 6 - En Mi Dormitorio.  Students will describe their 

dream bedrooms and compare/contrast them to their real bedrooms. Students always enjoy this activity! 

Mrs. Pai Room 7 

5th Grade Science  

The students will learn about the patterns in the sky. They will be able to classify the stars and constellations and give 

examples of each. They will also be able to explain why stars appear to move in the sky. 

6th Grade Science  

The students will learn about how hurricanes form, and how water cycle influences the local weather. They will also 

learn about what affects the formation of a cloud and create a cloud in a jar! 

 Mr. Cembellin Room 8 

5th Grade Language Arts 

We will continue our theme for A Changing Planet, reading different texts about the forces of nature that shape and 

reshape our planet. Students will practice the skills of effective persuasive writing to explore various topics within this 

theme. 

6th Grade Language Arts 

In 6th Grade we will continue Chapter 4 of our textbook, which focuses on forms of fiction. Students will write a formal 

compare-and-contrast essay to apply the analytical skills covered in December to their own academic writing. 

7th Grade Language Arts 

Students will continue learning about point of view across literary texts. They will produce a response to literature that 

states an interpretation of a text and supports that interpretation with valid textual examples. 

8th Grade Language Arts 

We will continue analyzing different writing styles, using our knowledge of plot, character, and theme to develop 

deeper understandings of literary works. Students will then produce an essay responding to a selected work and back 

up their claims with sufficient reasoning. 

Creative Writing 

Students will finalize their poem drafts and workshop one another's work. We will then start transitioning into our 

Second Unit: Creative Non-fiction. 



 

 Mrs. Sanford Room 9 

5th Grade US History 

In Fifth Grade U.S. History, we are exploring Unit 3: Settling the Colonies. Students will learn why different people 

came to the English colonies and where they settled; as well as how the colonists impact the American Indian groups. 

Lastly what kind of governments, economies and new ideas developed in the colonies. Our in-class project will be a 

Colonial Newspaper. 

6th Grade Ancient Civilizations 

In Sixth Grade Ancient Civilizations we are off to Ancient China. We will learn about the geography, history and 

culture of Ancient China. China was one of the early centers of civilization. China's two major rivers played key roles 

in Chinese history and the development of Chinese society. Our in-class project will be a travel brochure to encourage 

others to visit Ancient China. 

Happy New Year from Room 9. 

 Mrs. Tadena Room 10 

5th Grade Math 

On a field trip to the San Jose Museum of Art, students will explore math in art! Topics include geometry, scale, 

proportion, and symmetry. We will revisit these topics later in the math book, and we will also continue with adding 

and subtracting fractions. 

6th Grade Math 

Students will learn how to write ratios, find rates, and solve proportions. Geometry, scale, proportion, and symmetry 

can also be found in art, so students will explore these topics on a field trip to the San Jose Museum of Art! 

Pre-Algebra 

One-step algebraic equations continue to show up, but this time with fractions. Also fractions as decimals and 

fractions with exponents combine what the students have learned throughout the year. In the next chapter, students 

will learn how to solve proportions and find percent of change.  

Mrs. Scripps - Life Skills 

During January, students will be participating in a service learning project. Students will be given hands-on experience 

to give back to a community of their choice. Students can organize a sock drive for the homeless, collect gently used 

books for our local children’s hospital, write and collect poems to incoming 5th graders. The possibilities are endless!  

Projects are an opportunity to investigate community needs (WVMS, San Jose, Action Day, etc.). Students will plan 

and prepare for their service project by putting their idea into action, reflecting on their experience, and presenting to 

the class. 


