
Princess Aurora is named after the Roman goddess of the dawn "because she fills her father and mother's 

lives with sunshine." While still an infant, she is betrothed to the also-young Prince Phillip (sometimes 

misspelled Philip). At her christening, the good fairies Flora (dressed in red), Fauna (in green), and 

Merryweather (in blue) arrive to bless her. Flora gives her the gift of beauty, which is described in a song as 

"gold of sunshine in her hair" and "lips that shame the red, red rose." Fauna gives her the gift of song. At this 

point, Maleficent, the film's villain and mistress of all evil, appears on the scene. Claiming to be upset at not 

being invited to Aurora's christening ceremony, she curses the princess to die when she touches a spinning 

wheel's spindle before the sun sets on her sixteenth birthday. Fortunately, Merryweather has not yet blessed 

Aurora, so she uses her blessing to weaken Maleficent's curse, so Aurora will not die when she touches the 

spinning wheel; instead, she will fall asleep until she is awakened by her true love's kiss. Knowing Maleficent is 

extremely powerful and will stop at nothing to see her curse fulfilled, the three good fairies take Aurora to live 

with them in the woods, where they can keep her safe from any harm until she turns sixteen and the curse is 

made void. To fully protect her, they even change her name to Briar Rose. 

Rose grows into a very beautiful woman, with shining blond hair, rose-red lips, and a beautiful singing voice. 

She is raised in a cottage in the forest by the three fairies, whom she believes are her aunts. One day, while 

out picking berries, she sings to entertain her animal friends; her angelic voice gains the attention of Prince 

Phillip, who has grown into a handsome young man and is out riding in the woods. When they meet, they 

instantly fall in love. Realizing that she has to return home, Aurora flees from Phillip without ever learning his 

name. Despite promising to meet him again, she is unable to return, as her "aunts" choose that time to reveal 

the truth of her birth to her and to tell her that she is betrothed to a prince named Phillip. 

 

 

They leave the woods, and Aurora makes it into the castle. Unfortunately, Maleficent uses her magic to lure 

Aurora away from her chambers up into the tallest tower of the castle, where a spinning wheel awaits her. 

Fascinated by the wheel, she touches the spindle, pricking her finger. As had been foretold by the curse, 

Aurora is put under a sleeping spell. The good fairies place Aurora on her bed with a red rose in her hand, and 

cause a deep sleep to fall over the entire kingdom until they can find a way to break the curse. They realize the 

answer is Phillip, but he has been captured and imprisoned by Maleficent to prevent him from kissing Aurora 

and waking her up. The three good fairies sneak into Maleficent's lair, aid the prince in escaping and explain to 

him the story of Maleficent's curse. Armed with the magical Sword of Truth and The Shield of Virtue, Phillip 

battles Maleficent when the sorceress turns herself into a gigantic fire-breathing dragon. The sword, blessed by 

the fairies' white magic, is plunged into the dragon's heart, killing her. Phillip climbs to Aurora's chamber, and 

removes the curse with a kiss. As the film ends, the couple dance together, happy to each learn that their 

betrothed and their beloved are one and the same. 
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